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PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING:


What can you expect and how much will it cost?
The Process of Psychological Testing
Psychological testing can provide valuable information about the way a person thinks, learns and copes.  It is a critical part of the process of accurately diagnosing learning disabilities and attention problems, as well as a way of better understanding an individual’s intellectual, behavioral and social-emotional development.  
The profile generated through an evaluation is designed to help you to better understand your child’s strengths and weaknesses and to clarify how you and others can best help your child with the problems he or she is having.  In most cases, the information that you gain from a comprehensive evaluation will serve as a blueprint for your child’s care for the next few years.
The process of psychological testing consists of information gathering in a variety of ways:  the psychologist will interview the family to gain information about developmental history and the current concerns, review previous evaluations and information, collect information from the school or day care setting via rating scales or telephone conversations (with your consent, of course), and learn about your child more directly through administering various tests in the office.  
Tests administered may include measures of current intellectual functioning (“I.Q.”), academic achievement, learning style (e.g., information processing style), memory, visual-motor functioning, attention, executive functioning and social-emotional functioning.  The tests will be selected to answer the specific questions identified by you and the psychologist.

Following the evaluation, the psychologist will arrange a conference with you to go over the test results.  In that conference, the psychologist will describe the tests administered, explain the results, and explain the findings as they relate to your original assessment questions.  Recommendations for interventions, if needed, will also be addressed. This information will be documented for you in a written report, as well.
When possible and with your specific request, a classroom observation is added as part of the evaluation process.  This provides our psychologists with more information about academic and behavioral functioning in the school setting.  Understanding the school’s perspective and building a team approach with school staff leads to the best outcomes for children.  With this in mind, we offer a school consultation package as an add-on to the evaluation, if you so choose.  This consultation package includes the school observation and attendance at school meetings (up to 3 hours time) to present the findings of the evaluation to the school team and collaborate on implementation of recommendations.  
Once the psychological evaluation is completed, school consultations can be arranged at any time the need arises on an hourly basis.
How much will psychological testing cost?
The charges for psychological testing include review of background data, test administration, scoring, report writing time, and the follow-up meeting with parents or guardians to review test results.  The cost for these services is listed below.  Occasionally, a single specific test is requested (such as for admission to a private school).  In that case, the fee will be based upon the test administered.  Please discuss the charges in advance with the psychologist.

Services









    Fee
Comprehensive psycho-educational evaluation (including assessment of 

intellectual functioning, academic strengths and weaknesses, attention/executive

functioning, behavioral adjustment, and screening of social-emotional functioning)

with report and follow-up meeting with parents


  


$2,000.00

Comprehensive psycho-educational evaluation as above plus personality testing 
(i.e., in cases where there is concern about significant psychiatric disorders)

$2,500.00

Personality testing only








$   850.00

Clinical evaluation (review of school records, history and previous evaluations;
             $   600.00

collection of updated parent/teacher observational rating scales)


School consultation package (classroom observation and up to 3 hours time for 

school meetings following evaluation)             





$   700.00

Individual school visits (Meetings; classroom observations)



$ 150/hour


These fees may be partially covered by your health insurance.  Since the insurance contract is between you and the insurance company, whatever reimbursement you receive will generally be sent directly to you.  

Even when your insurance company offers a psychological testing benefit, most often there are some charges not covered by insurance.  For example, educational testing is often required in order for us to provide the complete information that you are looking for.  However, this is rarely considered a covered benefit.

If you intend to file for benefits with your insurance company, it is critical that you provide us with this information in advance of the evaluation.  Generally, insurance companies require that you follow a specific protocol for approval of psychological testing benefits, and this requires pre-authorization and prior completion of forms.  This cannot be done retroactively; therefore we cannot change the payment arrangements once the evaluation has been started.  
You may pay for evaluation services in one payment at the time of the first evaluation appointment, or you may pay one-half of the evaluation fee at the time of your first evaluation appointment with the remaining balance due prior to your final feedback conference.

Please initial one of these three payment arrangements indicating the appropriate option.
_____
I will be paying directly for this evaluation.  I will not be utilizing insurance benefits.

_____
I will be utilizing insurance benefits, however, I will pay for services directly to PRA and then file with my insurance company since PRA is not a participating provider in my insurance plan.

_____
I will be utilizing insurance benefits.  PRA is a participating provider in my insurance plan.  I understand that some evaluation services are not considered covered benefits and have discussed any questions about covered vs. non-covered benefits with the psychologist.

Special Arrangements:



Policy on Delinquent Accounts

A late payment of 1.24% will be charged each month that a balance remains outstanding.  Any expenses incurred to collect overdue balances are to be paid by the signing party.  There is a $25 charge for returned checks and a $5 charge for duplicate bills.

My signature below indicates that I have read and understand this fee policy.  I agree to take responsibility for fees in accordance with my initialed selection of the payment options above.  Special arrangements or exceptions to the above, if any, are specifically noted.

_______________________________________
______________________________

Signature





Date

____________________________________

______________________________

Social Security Number of above


Date of Birth

____________________________________

____________________________________________

Employer of above




Employer’s Address

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Employer’s Telephone Number
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